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£50M 
Strategic 
Premises 
Fund 
Launched
January saw the launch of a 
£50M Strategic Premises Fund 
to support delivery of CCR’s 
Industrial and Economic Plan - 
with the aim of developing the 
new sites and modern 
floorspaces that will enable 
businesses in South East Wales to 
scale and achieve their full 
potential. 

Aligned to the CCR Strategic 
Priorities of Regeneration & 
Infrastructure, Innovation and 
Skills & Employment, the Fund’s 
anticipated outputs over the next 
10 years include 120,000 square 
metres of new or refurbished 
employment space, 4,400 new 
or safeguarded jobs, and £85M 
leverage.     

J A N U A R Y
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Metro Plus 
Porth 
Interchange 
moves 
forward 
The CCR-supported Metro Plus 
Porth Interchange also made a 
major move forward in January, 
with work starting on what will 
become a catalyst for the 
transformation of Porth town 
centre. The project brings 
together the town’s disparate 
transport modes of bus and rail 
for the very first time, through a 
contract secured by Cardiff-
based Encon Construction, an 
award-winning building and civil 
engineering contractor with a 
proven record of successfully 
undertaking multi-disciplinary 
transformation. 

The Porth project is part of the 
Metro Plus Programme - a £50M 
programme of schemes 
supporting the wider South 
Wales Metro plan to transform 
transport and travel across the 
wider Region. 
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Venture 
Graduate 
Recruitment 
& 
Development 
service 
opens for 
business

F E B R U A R Y Venture, the Skills & Talent Hub 
of CCR, announced its latest 
Graduate Recruitment Service 
cohort in February, providing an 
expert end-to-end attraction and 
assessment service (at zero-cost) 
to employers of all sizes and 
sectors across South East Wales. 

This unique offering also unveiled 
plans for a Career Accelerator 
Programme aligned to the 
recruitment service - providing 
a series of microcredential and 
masterclass modules to 
graduates, delivered by University 
of South Wales and the Open 
University - to help graduates 
develop their work-readiness in 
the optimum time and maximise 
their impact with their employers.  

Award-winning 
entrepreneurs 
spotlighted on 

CCR-supported 
Young 

Innovators 
Programme

February also brought tremendous news 
that four young Welsh entrepreneurs had 
been announced as winners in the Young 
Innovator Awards of 2022. This Innovate 

UK programme for 18-to-30 year olds is 
fully supported by CCR and Venture - 

giving emerging entrepreneurs from 
diverse communities the opportunity to 

change the world through groundbreaking 
innovations that included bringing 

sustainable food and water supply to 
people around the planet.    
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Abbie Law
rence

Christian Berger

Beren Kayali

Matthew Richm
ond



£36.4M purchase of Aberthaw 
heralds green transformation

M A R C H

March saw CCR commit £36.4M to purchase and repurpose the decommissioned 
coal-fired Aberthaw power station, with a vision to redevelop the iconic 489-acre 

site as a green energy park capable of shaping sustainability in our Region. 

When remediated and repositioned as an exemplar of green energy production, 
Aberthaw possessed the potential to drive clean economic growth across our 
region, as a home for pioneering programmes that could include a zero-carbon 

manufacturing cluster, a hub for renewable energy projects centre, a catalyst for 
industrial decarbonisation and a centre of green jobs creation.
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New 
Challenge 
Fund 
website 
launched 
to 
stimulate 
Public 
Sector 
innovation

The launch of the Cardiff Capital 
Region Challenge Fund website 
in March opened up a window of 
opportunity for organisations to 
access £10M challenge funds -  
providing solutions to problems 
where there are no known 
answers, and helping overcome 
some of the biggest obstacles 
facing local authorities, health 
boards and third sector 
organisations across the region.    
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£7M investment in Cyber 
Innovation Hub inspires 
world-first ecosystem 

April’s announcement of CCR’s £7M investment in the Cyber Innovation Hub 
helped create a world-first that brings together industry, government and 

economic partners in a coordinated approach to cyber skills, innovation and new 
enterprise creation. 

Led by Cardiff University, with partners including Airbus, Alacrity Cyber, CGI, 
Thales NDEC, Tramshed Tech, and the University of South Wales, the Hub aimed 
to grow the cyber security sector in Wales by more than 50% - creating 25+ high-
growth companies, attracting £20M+ in private equity investments, and training 

more than 1,000 cyber-skilled individuals to fulfil the ever-growing potential of this 
incredible new ecosystem.

A P R I L

Pharmatelligence 
unlocks 
the power 
of data to 
make better 
healthcare 
decisions

Pharmatelligence launched its 
pioneering ‘Livingstone IQ’ 
online analytics platform in April - 
unlocking the power of 
healthcare data, and empowering 
pharmaceutical companies to 
make better decisions, much 
faster than before. CCR’s 
investment in this trailblazing 
enterprise had enabled it to 
double the size of the company’s 
team, launch the Livingstone 
platform much quicker than 
anticipated - and progress the 
journey towards the company’s 
‘Human Data Sciences’ rebrand in 
2022.  
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£1.6M 
investment in 
FinTech Wales 
opens five-year 
partnership 
opportunity 

M A Y In May, CCR announced a 
£1.6M, five-year invest-
ment in FinTech Wales - the 
independent not-for-profit 
membership association 
that champions the FinTech 
and Financial Services 
industry in Wales. 

The investment saw the 
two organisations commit 
to working closely together 
to help establish Wales as a 
leading FinTech sector in the 
UK - aligned to the CCR’s 
“Competitive Clusters” 
focus on developing 
competitive, innovation-led 
ecosystems in priority 
sectors such as FinTech, 
Compound Semiconductors, 
Creative Industries, Cyber 
and MedTech.   
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CCR Regional Cabinet 
welcomes five new members 

May also saw elections in all local authorities across our Region - with CCR 
welcoming Cllr. Mary Ann Brocklesby (Monmouth), Cllr. Lis Burnett (Vale of 

Glamorgan), Cllr Geraint Thomas (Merthyr), Cllr. Sean Morgan (Caerphilly), and 
Cllr. Stephen Thomas (Blaenau Gwent) to the CCR Regional Cabinet. 

Cllr. Mary Ann Brocklesby Cllr. Lis Burnett

Cllr Geraint Thomas Cllr. Sean Morgan Cllr. Stephen Thomas
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CCR & Catalan Government 
work towards close 

collaboration

J U N E

CCR welcomed Catalonia’s Trade and Investment Agency in June, for two days 
of constructive talks on commercial collaboration - focused on the high tech 

innovation that increases regional wealth and sustainable job creation. 

Discussions involved ways of working on cluster development, innovation and 
knowledge transfer - with a particular focus on the Creative Economy and 

Compound Semiconductors clusters - exploring how a work-ready talentbase and 
entrepreneurial foundation can empower specialist companies to flourish, making 

both CCR and the Catalan region attractive areas for inward investment.      
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CCR ‘Innovation in Action’ 
series launched     

Innovation is one of CCR’s four strategic 
goals, and June saw the launch of 
‘Innovation in Action’ - a series of 
features spotlighting the nature and 
many different forms of innovation in 
our region: from the ingenuity shown by 

our highly-diverse SMEs, to the 
revolutionary progress being made in 
the CCR priority sectors, right through 
to the groundbreaking work being 
undertaken in the public, third and 
fourth sectors, across our Region. 



CCR 
Business 
Conference 
unveiled 
to unleash 
growth and 
ambition

In July, CCR announced plans for 
a first-ever business conference 
designed to encourage good 
growth and help businesses of 
all sizes and sectors realise their 
ambitions in the Region.

The ‘Unleash Conference’ will be 
held at the International 
Conference Centre (ICC) in April 
2023, with expert speakers and 
practical workshops focused on 
helping the many different types 
of companies that make up the 
Region’s SME economy become 
as successful and sustainable as 
they can be, in an era that brings 
both significant challenges and 
huge opportunities.  

J U L Y
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CCR 
‘Inclusivity in 
Action’ 
series 
launched       

Another of CCRs strategic goals - 
Inclusivity - was also celebrated in 
July, with the launch of our 
‘Inclusivity in Action’ campaign. 
A series of features highlighted the 
importance of inclusion to us as a 
species and a region, spotlighting 
exemplary work being done by 
SMEs, mutual societies and the 
public sector to help make sure that 
everyone is ‘included’ and no one 
gets left behind.    
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CCR 
relocated 
to the 
sbarc

A U G U S T CCR moved to a new ‘home’ in 
August, relocating from 
offices in Ystrad Mynach to the 
newly-opened sbarc building 
on Maindy Road in Cardiff - the 
world-first facility dedicated to 
working with business and 
society to create, test and 
incubate new initiatives.

The state-of-the-art building is 
designed to nurture partnerships 
between entrepreneurs, business 
leaders and academics - 
representing a perfect fit for 
CCR’s ambition to create a 
collaborative and resilient Region 
built on innovation, 
sustainability, inclusivity and 
connectivity. 
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PwC 
appointed to 
manage £50M 
Innovation 
Investment 
Capital fund

August also saw CCR 
appoint PwC to run our 
pioneering Innovation 
Investment Capital fund - a 
£50M programme focused 
on funding innovative 
businesses with equity 
investments of between 
£2M and £7M, to encourage
 ‘good growth’ amongst 
SMEs, supporting our wider 
commitment to supporting 
job creation, upskilling, 
social inclusion and meeting 
wider environmental goals.    



CCRs £2.6M Sustainable Food 
Challenge launches to secure 

our future food supply 
September saw CCRs £2.6M Sustainable Food Challenge launched, to identify 
and support projects that harness the potential of land, technology and people, 

with the aim of increasing the sustainable production and supply of locally grown 
food in the Cardiff Capital Region.   

The Challenge was created in partnership between Cardiff Council, 
Monmouthshire County Council, the SBRI (Small Business Research Initiative) 

Centre of Excellence and Welsh Government, together with the CCR Challenge 
Fund - to run in three phases, with success to be evaluated by 2025. Successful 

applicants will be awarded 4-month feasibility contracts of up to 
£50,000 per project. 

S E P T E M B E R

www.cardiffcapitalregion.wales18     Monthly Milestones | 2022 

CCR 
builds on 
MIPIM 
success 
for 2023
In September, CCR expressed 
interest in attending MIPIM 2023, 
following the success of our 
attendance at the MIPIM event in 
spring 2022. This global 
showcase for the real estate and 
development industry brings 
together the entire value chain - 
enabling access to a huge 
number of projects, programmes 
and sources of investment 
capital; with an increasing focus 
on the sustainability and resilient 
growth that sits at the heart of 
CCRs approach.     
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Media Cymru takes 
centre stage with £3M 
CCR investment

O C T O B E R

October brought the launch of Media Cymru - a unique collaboration that will 
position CCR as a global media hub, generating £236M GVA by 2026 through 
inclusive and sustainable economic growth that’s green, fair and aligned to Welsh 
Government’s Wellbeing of Future Generations approach.  

Led by Cardiff University, this world-first testbed for new content, approaches and 
formats brought together 23 media production, broadcast, technology, university 
and local leadership partners, with CCR contributing £3M to a total £50M 
investment that included significant funding by the UK Research and Innovation 
(UKRI) Strength in Places Fund.  

Venture launches unique 
Career Accelerator Programme
October also saw CCR’s Skills & Talent hub - Venture - launch a unique programme 

aimed at augmenting its graduate recruitment service and accelerating the 
essential work-ready skills of graduates, to optimise their impact with employers. 

The Career Accelerator Programme was created in partnership with the University 
of South Wales and Open University Cymru, offering a choice of masterclasses and 

microcredentials, to fit around the graduate’s employment, giving them the 
essential building blocks for a future proofed career.   
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CCR’s £50M Innovation 
Investment Capital fund 

launched 

N O V E M B E R

November brought the much-anticipated unveiling of CCR’s £50M Innovation 
Investment Capital fund (IIC) - with a fully-subscribed launch event at Cardiff’s 
Principality Stadium seeing a 150-strong audience learn how this fund will take 

SME innovation in South East Wales to a whole new level. The IIC was launched 
to increase the availability of patient capital in South East Wales by encouraging 

‘good growth’ through investments of £2M - £7M in innovative, scalable and R&D 
focused businesses. This groundbreaking new fund saw CCR choose PwC to

manage the sourcing and screening of all investment applications, with Capricorn 
Fund Managers providing portfolio and risk management services.   
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CCR Strategic Premises Fund 
makes landmark £1.7m 

investment in Ebbw Vale 

November also saw CCR’s Strategic 
Premises Fund secure its first 
investment, helping drive the next stage 
of growth for Pulse Plastics Limited 
by funding their relocation to a 38,000 
square foot industrial unit on the Rassau 
Industrial Estate in Ebbw Vale: 

generating 30-40 new jobs over time 
- and anchoring a fast-growing and 
hugely successful business in its home 
region, in the face of stiff competition 
from locations in the Southeast of 
England.

pulseplastics.co.uk
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CCR Climate 
Coalition 
announced 
independent 
business 
survey 
findings
In December, the CCR Climate 
Coalition announced the results 
of the first ever survey designed 
to understand the ‘climate change’ 
needs and concerns of businesses 
and independent organisations in 
South East Wales.

The survey results showed an 
urgent requirement for up-to-
date information on 
decarbonisation best practices, 
together with a demand for 
ongoing knowledge share and 
access to ‘green’ funding 
mechanisms. 

The Coalition aimed to establish 
a Steering Committee in January 
2023 to put in place an action plan 
to address these needs. 

D E C E M B E R
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CCR invests 
£2M 
in Jellagen to 
open up 
endless 
possibilities for 
regenerative 
medicines

2022 ended on a high with 
news in December of CCR’s 
£2M investment in Jellagen. 
The company’s pioneering 
platform is primed to 
accelerate the medical 
development of Collagen 
Type 0, representing a 
radical breakthrough in the 
treatment of skin diseases 
and tissue reconstruction; 
and establishing another 
leading innovator in the 
CCR’s fast-growing 
MedTech priority sector.    
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and Canva [canva.com] unless otherwise captioned.

To see CCR’s 2022 in full, go to - 
www.cardiffcapitalregion.wales


