Part 2A
South East Wales Corporate Joint Committee Constitution

Article 1 — The Constitution

Introduction

1.1 This Article sets out the fundamental principles of the Constitution. It confirms
that the CJC will act within the law and the provisions of this Constitution, and
that the CJC will monitor and review its Constitution. It also provides for
methods of changing the Constitution, and for its publication.

Powers of the CJC

1.2 The CJC will exercise all its powers and duties in accordance with the law
and this Constitution. In the event that the Constitution conflicts with the law,
the law shall prevail.

The Constitution

1.3 This document, and all its appendices, is the Constitution of the South East
Wales Corporate Joint Committee.

Purpose of the Constitution
1.4 The purpose of the Constitution is to:
(a) provide a framework for good governance;
(b) enable the constituent councils to work collaboratively;

(c) help members represent their constituents more effectively at a regional
level;

(d) enable the CJC to work in partnership with citizens, businesses and
other organisations;

(e) provide a democratically controlled mechanism for regional working;
(f) enable decisions to be taken effectively and efficiently;

(g) create an effective means of holding decision makers to public account;
(h) provide excellent standards of ethics and probity in decision making;

(i) ensure that those responsible for decision making are clearly
identifiable;

(i) explain the reasons for decisions;
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(k) ensure that no one will review or scrutinise a decision in which they
were directly involved; and

(I) provide a means of improving the well-being of the region.

Interpretation of the Constitution

1.5

1.6

Where the Constitution permits the CJC to choose between different courses
of action, the CJC will always choose that option which it thinks is closest to
the above purposes.

The ruling of the Chair as to the construction or application of this Constitution
or as to any proceedings of the CJC shall not be challenged at any meeting
of the CJC. Such interpretation will have regard to the purposes of this
Constitution.

Review and Amendment of the Constitution

1.7 The CJC will monitor and evaluate the operation of the Constitution and will
amend it as appropriate.

1.8 Where changes must be approved by the CJC, the Monitoring Officer may
present a report direct to the CJC proposing changes to the Constitution.

Publication

1.9 The Constitution is published on the CJC’s website and updated when
amendments are made.

1.10 A guide to the Constitution, which explains its contents in ordinary language,

is also published on the CJC’s website.

Suspension of the Constitution

1.11

The Articles of this Constitution may not be suspended. Other Rules and
Protocols may be suspended by the body to which they apply (or, if no such
body, by the CJC) to the extent permitted within those Rules, Protocols and
the law.
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