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Article 13 – Review, Revision and Suspension of the 
Constitution 

 

13.1  Duty to Monitor and Review the Constitution  
The Monitoring Officer will monitor and review the operation of the Constitution 
to ensure that the aims and principles of the Constitution are given full effect.  

In undertaking this task, the Monitoring Officer may:  

(a)  observe meetings of different parts of the Member and Officer structure; 

(b)  undertake an audit trail of a sample of decisions;  

(c)  record and analyse issues raised with them by Members, Officers, the 
public and other relevant stakeholders; and  

(d)  compare practices in the CJC with those in other comparable authorities, 
or national examples of best practice.  

 

13.2  Changes to the Constitution  
Changes to the constitution will only be approved by the CJC after 
consideration of a proposal by the Monitoring Officer, save for those changes 
the Monitoring Officer has delegated authority to make in accordance with Part 
3C of this Constitution. 

 

13.3  Suspension of the Constitution  
(a)  Limit to suspension. The Articles of this Constitution may not be 

suspended. The Procedure Rules in Part 4 may be suspended by the 
CJC to the extent permitted therein and by law.  

(b)  Procedure to suspend. A motion to suspend any rules will not be moved 
without notice unless at least one half of the whole number of councillors 
are present. The extent and duration of suspension will be proportionate 
to the result to be achieved, taking account of the purposes of the 
Constitution set out in Article 1.  
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13.4  Interpretation  
(a)  The ruling of the Chair of the CJC as to the construction or application of 

this Constitution or as to any proceedings of the CJC shall not be 
challenged at any meeting of the Council. Such interpretation will have 
regard to the purposes of this Constitution contained in Article 1.  

(b)  Any references to legislation contained within the Constitution includes 
subsequent amendments to that legislation.  

 

13.5  Publication 
(a) The Monitoring Officer will ensure that electronic copies of this 

Constitution are available for inspection at CJC offices and on the CJC’s 
website.  

(b) The Monitoring Officer will ensure that the Constitution is updated as 
necessary.  
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